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EcoNetwork collaborated with
Homegrown Markets to
deliver the 2025 Sustainable
Living Festival. Although the
threat of heavy rain
significantly impacted
attendee numbers, the festival
did go ahead on Saturday 22
Nov. With over 350 activity
books handed to families, we
estimate that at around 1500
people came to the festival.
They had an opportunity to
engage around 100 stalls,
several performances and a
variety of workshops.

The main benefit of the festival was creating a supportive platform for
networking, engaging with community, promoting local businesses and
learning about local activities focused on the environment. The festival
created a positive atmosphere that enabled people to connect over
common interests. Stallholders appreciated the opportunity to share
their work and attendees enjoyed the informative stalls and being able
to purchase from local businesses. 

Main
benefit



Where did the
attendees come
from? 



Activity passport
attendees said
they enjoyed: 



Activity passport
attendees said
they learned about: 



Adopting
sustainable
practices -
45%

Forming
networks -
88%

Learning
about
sustainable
living -
70%



Comments &
Improvements 

Wonderful
time

better sound
system at Main

stage

I 
loved 
it!!!

MORE SHADE, MORE
WATER STATIONS

Great networking with
likeminded individuals

Well worth the effort
to come

MORE SUSTAINABLE
STUFF

Such a vibe

More Food trucks with
plant based options

CAN’T WAIT FOR NEXT YEAR

More stalls

Good environment

More interactive
sustainable stalls



Increase number of interactive stalls
focused on sustainability 
Ensure facilities have adequate water
stations, shade, soap and toilet paper
Find ways to improve attendance at
'tent talks' and 'main stage' and
enhance the sound system

Improvements required

The 2025 festival increased in size and
had more interactive activities and
entertainment options for children in
comparison with 2024. However, we can
still improve on the number of interactive
stalls focused on sustainability and
enhance the overall layout. 

Thank you to the University of Newcastle for their assistance with
designing the survey, gathering feedback from attendees and collating
the data from over 60 respondents. We combined the survey data with
information from the activity passports and debriefing sessions. The

evaluation framework is available from www.ecops.au.  
© EcoNetwork Port Stephens

Photographs by A.K. Photos and Ryan Blair

Conclusion






