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Mdadin
benefit

EcoNetwork collaborated with
Homegrown Markets to
deliver the 2025 Sustainable
Living Festival. Although the
threat of heavy rain
significantly impacted
attendee numbers, the festival
did go ahead on Saturday 22
Nov. With over 350 activity
books handed to families, we
estimate that at around 1500
people came to the festival.
They had an opportunity to
engage around 100 stalls,
several performances and a
variety of workshops.

The main benefit of the festival was creating a supportive platform for
networking, engaging with community, promoting local businesses and
learning about local activities focused on the environment. The festival
created a positive atmosphere that enabled people to connect over
common interests. Stallholders appreciated the opportunity to share
their work and attendees enjoyed the informative stalls and being able
to purchase from local businesses.




Where did the
attendees come

from?
Other (Rooty hill,
Hunter (Maitland, Killabakh, Canberra,
Rutherford, Raworth, Port Macquarie)

Chisholm, Heddon Greta)

Newcastle
(Merewether,
Edgeworth,
Mayfield east,
Redhead,
Stockton,
Cardiff)

Medowie

Port Stephens
West
(Raymond
terrace,
Millers forest,
Karuah,
Brandy Hill)

Port Stephens East
(Boat harbour, Lemon
tree passage, Tanilba
Bay, Nelson Bay, One

mile, Soldiers Point,
Anna Bay, Salt Ash, Fern
Bay)



Activity passport
attendees said
they enjoyed:
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Activity passport
attendees said
they learned about:
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Learning
about
sustainable
living -

107

Adopftin
sustainable

practices -
/57

Formin
networks -

887

® Agree © Neutral or disagree

® Agree Neutral or disagree
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Improvements required

e Increase number of interactive stalls
focused on sustainability

e Ensure facilities have adequate water
stations, shade, soap and toilet paper

e Find ways to improve attendance at
'tent talks' and 'main stage' and
enhance the sound system

Conclusion

The 2025 festival increased in size and
had more interactive activities and
entertainment options for children in
comparison with 2024. However, we can
still improve on the number of interactive
stalls focused on sustainability and
enhance the overall layout.

Thank you to the University of Newcastle for their assistance with
designing the survey, gathering feedback from attendees and collating
the data from over 60 respondents. We combined the survey data with

information from the activity passports and debriefing sessions. The
evaluation framework is available from www.ecops.au.
© EcoNetwork Port Stephens
Photographs by A.K. Photos and Ryan Blair
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Our festival wouldn’t be possible
without the support of our incredible
SUSTAINABLE event sponsors + partners
LIVING
FESTIVAL a PORT
PORT STEPHENS s NG@WS
to the following for our wonderful prize
donations throughout the day
Moonshadow TQC Cruises
- Family Dolphin Discovery Cruise
Imagine Cruises Port Stephens

- Marine Discovery Cruise
Oakvale Farm - Admission for 2 adults + 2 children,

including a Koala Encounter
- Oakvale Wildlife Park - Admission for 2 adults + 2

& Readers

children, including a Conservation Encounter = Retreat

Irukandji Shark and Ray Encounters - Family
Pass (2 Adults + 2 Children) & Little Ray Cuddle
Readers Retreat - 2 x Book Shop Vouchers for School
Boomerang Bags - Art Gift Pack x 2 and bags

for schools

Port Stephens Koala Hospital - Saving Solstice &
Other Koala Stories Book and PSKEH drink & mist water bottle
The Dirt Company - Dirt Company bundle

Swirl + Dip - 5 x Refillable ice cups

D'Dg House Grill - 4 x Dog House Grill gift packs
Kathy McMillian - Art journal, pencil case, art print
& five greeting cards

Spiral Spuds - $60 Free Spud voucher x 2




